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Injured Team Looks to Improve

By Michael Sakoda

Senior Rachel Gillcrist is a leader on the young team.

fter wrapping up their 2013

campaign with a record of 18-
9, good for third place in the WCC,
the Saint Mary’s volleyball team has
gotten off to a tough start, as injuries
have hindered what might have been
another strong season for the Gaels.

Despite projections to repeat as
the conference’s third best team, the
Gaels will open WCC play Thursday
with the worst record in the confer-
ence. Saint Mary’s (4-6) opened the
year winning four of their first seven
matches but have been on a three
game skid since, losing to Teaxs
A&M, Long Beach State, and Cali-
fornia.

The team lost key performers,
Jordan Shaw, Kristina Graven, and
Sarah Reams to graduation and is
now down All-WCC preseason selec-
tion, Madelyn Hutson.

“We’re trying to replace a lot,”
said head coach Rob Browning.
“Madelyn had surgery on her foot
about a month ago and is out for the
season, so we’re trying to replace four
starters, really.”

In addition to these losses, the
Gaels have lost other key players.
Redshirt-freshman Nicole Powers has
sat out all year with a foot injury. All-
WCC First Team performer Dallas
Dodd, who led the WCC in assists per
set a year ago (11.49) while serving
up 38 aces (second-best in the WCC),
is suffering from an injury. Seniors
Natalie Loos and Samantha Tinsley
are also dealing with injuries that
Browning described as, “limiting,”
leaving the Gaels to rely heavily on
an inexperienced group of players.

“The team has performed really
well at times,” said Browning. “But
we’re not doing that on a consistent
basis, which is not at all surprising
given our youth and inexperience.
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Consistency is something that comes
with experience more than anything
else.”

Like their coach, senior Rachel
Gillcrist and the rest of her teammates
aren’t letting the early struggles keep
their spirits down.

“If anything, these losses just

shine a light on everything we need to
work on in conference,” she said.
“The most important thing right now
is finding our identity as a team, how
we can play together, how we come
back from tough situations, what it
means when we play well.”

The team is rallying around each
other, and despite her injury, Hutson
is continuing to lead her teammates.

“She’s always there at practice, a
leader from the bench,” said Gillcrist.
“Even though we lose her physically,
she’s there doing everything she can
to have an impact.”

But the WCC is a ruthless confer-
ence, and Browning knows his team
will need to be ready for the chal-
lenges ahead.

“In the past, we’ve been clearly
one of the top two or three teams in
the conference; this year, we’re not,”
he said. “We’re certainly capable of
beating every team in our conference,
but we’re going to have to show up
every day, every single match against
every single team.”

With an improving freshman
class (Mary Hernandez, Clare Pow-
ers, Agnieszka Kudziela, Madi Wilk-
erson and Alexis Salmons) and
incredible senior leadership, the Gaels
press forward, unfazed by what has
been anything but the ideal start to
their year.

“We still haven’t played our best,
even in games we’ve won,” said Gill-
crist. “We’re continuing to figure
things out, and we’re continuing to
make progress every day. Because of
that progress, 1 expect great things
from us.”

First Team All-WCC selection Dalas Dodd is one of many injured players for SMC.
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Youth Sports Reglsh'ahon

Lamorinda Rugby Football Club

ﬂth H,;%r On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2015 rugby season!

Season runs December through March for youth, and through
b & = April for HS. All ages welcome. Girls welcome through age 11.
““*'h l:'ﬁ # No prior rugby experience necessary. Practices are located at the

Wilder Fields in Orinda.
Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorughy.com.
For middle and elementary school ages, contact head youth coach Doug Pearson for
more info: dpearson@lee-associates.com. For High School, contact Recruiting
Director Steve Peterson at stevepetersonhome@yahoo.com.

Lamormda Lacrosse

Registration for the Lamorinda Lacrosse Club's U9 girls and boys
Spring 2015 season is open. Join the fastest growing game on
two feet. Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com

for more information and to register. Contact Jin Peavey at
lamorindalaxops@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic
is a brand new
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.
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“Dr. Laurie” Langford

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Celebratlng our 10th Annlversary

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002
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Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O. Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

Submit stories to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
BRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107
Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 - Danville « CA BRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $1,000,000!

4.250% 14.250% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!
Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500

RATE APR RATE APR
30 Year Fixed | 3.875% 4.050% 4.250% 4.250%
15 Year Fixed | 2.875% 3.030% 3.500% 3.500%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED
PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

estimated figures and information available at the
time of production. Interest rate is subject to
borrower and property qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an
Equal Opportunity Lender.

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee
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of any kind. This comparison is based solely on
Land & Home Financial






